AP American Government and Economics



         Mr. Borneman

Oxnard High School





       Fall 2013 – Spring 2014

e-mail: bornemania@gmail.com



   Office Hours: M - Th 3:00 – 3:30

Class Contract

Purpose:  This year-long college-level course is designed as preparation for future study of social sciences at a college level.  It examines principle themes also found in the AP exams for (1) Comparative Government and Politics, (2) U.S. Government and Politics, (3) Macroeconomics, and (4) Microeconomics.  This course is not designed for any one of these tests in particular, but rather serves as a base from which students may pursue further study of these complex and interrelated fields.  Supplemental sessions will be provided each month for students seeking to take some of these AP exams.  Additionally, throughout the course, the CA state standards for 12th grade (5) Government and (6) Economics will be referenced: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf.
Projects (25%), tests (25%) and quizzes (50%) will be used to evaluate student achievement (Percents are approximate).  Finally, this course is designed to expand students’ civic and political awareness, emphasizing historical and current political and economic philosophy.

Materials: Students may be issued Magruder’s American Government (Pearson-Prentice Hall edition) and Economics: Principles in Action (Prentice-Hall).  Most readings will be primary source documents.  Students will also need to have writing implements and paper for notes, tests and quizzes.  Media access to current events, including Internet access will be required, if not at home, then through the school computers.  Students will select two study partners at the beginning of the course, in case of absences.  Additionally, students will be required to have access to the following complete works:

George Orwell’s 1984 (any edition)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s The Social Contract (Penguin Edition, Cranston trans.)


T.H. White’s The Book of Merlyn (any edition)

Michel Serres’ The Natural Contract (trans. MacArthur & Paulson)
and at least two independent novels selected from a designated list.  A full list of readings and recommended translations accompanies this class contract.  The McGraw Hill 5 Steps to a 5: AP US Government & Politics is strongly recommended for those who will take the AP Exam.  Supplemental sessions for the exam will be offered regularly.

Five Basic Class Rules:

1. Respect for people - students must show respect for other students, the teacher, administrators, substitutes, visitors, and others in the class.  Most importantly, students must respect themselves and their ideas.


2. Respect for materials – students must show respect for the property of others and of the school.


3. Work – Written work must be in blue or black ink, or typewritten.  Notes for quizzes and tests must be handwritten;  some typed homework receives extra credit for being typed.  Names must be on papers.  Papers without names will not be graded.  I do NOT accept late work.


4. Preparation – Students are expected to be prepared for class, having completed their readings and brought their materials as needed.


5. Class Time – Missed quizzes due to tardies or absences (excused or unexcused) cannot be made up except by extra credit.  Class begins when the bell rings and ends when the teacher says it does. 

Grading Scale: Grades will be given on a points system.  Missed assignments will count as zero (0).  Missed quizzes must be made up through extra credit.  Students are requested to arrange to have a study partner to keep them informed of homework assignments.  Extra credit is offered occasionally but infrequently. Transcripts will not note grades above A+.  The grading scale is as follows:

	A++                             101+ %

A+                               97 – 100%

A                                 93 – 96%

A-                                90 – 92%

B+                               87 – 89%

B                                  83 – 86%

B-                                80 – 82%
	C+                               77 – 79%

C                                 73 – 77%

C-                                70 – 72%

D+                               65 – 69 %

D                                 60 – 64%

D-                                50 – 59%

F                                  less than 50%


Final Exams:  The two final exams are open-note and fully cumulative (they cover everything - from the first day of class).  They can alter a student’s grade one full letter each semester.  Final exams are not graded on the same basis as the rest of the points in class but constitute approximately 10% (on the above scale) of the student’s grade.  Students with an A++ are EXEMPT from taking part or all of each final exam.  Students with a C- through A+ need only 50% on the final to maintain their grade each semester. Students with a D or D+ MUST pass each final with 50% or better to pass the class. Students with a D- MUST pass each final with a 60% or better to pass the class.   Students with an F MUST pass the final with 70% or better to pass the class. Students who receive less than 50% on the final may have their grade lowered one letter.  Students who receive a grade on a final higher than their coursework grade may have their grade raised by as much as up to one letter. 

Signatures of Acceptance: Signatures indicate that both student and parent/guardian understand and have discussed these rules and agree to these conditions.

Name of Student (printed): 

Student Signature: 

Name of Parent/Guardian (printed) and Parent/Guardian Signature:  

Class Period and Date:

The four books students are required to obtain in their entirety are: 



George Orwell’s 1984 (any edition)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s The Social Contract (Penguin Edition, Cranston trans.)


T.H. White’s The Book of Merlyn (any edition)

Michel Serres’ The Natural Contract (trans. MacArthur & Paulson)
These may be borrowed from school or public libraries or purchased.  Many of the works presented in the course are classics and exist in multiple translations.  That said, many of the best and most accessible translations are NOT available on-line for free.  Even in instances where I will provide students with photocopies, I strongly recommend students who have the resources obtain a permanent copy for themselves to use, not only for this course, but for the remainder of their college career – and life.  We will be reading significant portions of these works, and since the course is cumulative in nature, with a need to reference previous works, having the work in its entirety may be beneficial.

	Students taking the AP US Government Exam should purchase:


McGraw Hill: 5 Steps to a 5 – AP US Government & Politics




Independent Reading:

1st Semester Winter Break Reading (choose one – acquisition required)

Kadare: The Pyramid 

Lagerqvist: The Dwarf 

Moore: Utopia 

Susskind: Perfume 

Voltaire: Candide 

2nd Semester Spring Break Reading (choose one – acquisition required)

M. Atwood

Oryx & Crake; The Year of the Flood; or MaddAddam
Major Works from which we will read Excerpts (acquisition encouraged)

Plato


The Republic (D. Lee translation preferred)

…


The Bible  (any translation is accepted, KJV is strongly discouraged)

N. Machiavelli
The Prince (T. Parks translation preferred)

F. Dostoevsky
The Brothers Karamazov 

Shorter Works we will be reading in this course.  Those available on-line are marked with an asterisk (*).  

*Aristotle

Politics, Bk. IV

*Polybius

The Histories

*…


The Magna Carta

*J. Locke

2nd Treatise on Government

*Montesquieu

Spirit of the Laws

*…


The Declaration of Independence

*I. Kant

What is Enlightenment?

*A. Smith

Wealth of Nations
*J. Swift

A Modest Proposal

*A. Monterroso
Mr. Taylor

*…


Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen

*O. de Gouges
Declaration of the Rights of Woman & the Female Citizen

Weiss


Marat/Sade

H. Zinn

A People’s History of the United States
*…


The Federalist Papers (10, 51, & 78)

*…


The U.S. Constitution

P.J. O’Rourke

Parliament of Whores
*F. Engels

Principles of Communism

P. Bourdieu

The Logic of Practice
*G. Hardin

Tragedy of the Commons (both 1968 and 1990)

C. Safina

The View from Lazy Point
J. Clavell

The Childrens’ Story

